A wonderful horse riding adventure in hidden Bhutan
After taking in some of Bhutan's 'must see' sights and experiences you will then be immersed in rural Himalayan life on
horseback. Riding through forests and villages and staying in camps this is a unique way to experience the Kingdom. Of
course, it's rounded off with the iconic hike to Tiger's Nest Monastery. Novice riders and experts can both be
accommodated.

Day 1

Arrive in Paro and drive to Thimphu
The flight to Bhutan is an exciting one, picking out some the highest
mountains in the world is a rare treat. After landing you will drive to
Thimphu, the capital (about 1 hour) to check into your hotel. If time allows
visit the impressive Memorial Stupa to start to get a feel for Bhutanese
devotion to Buddha.

Druk Hotel,
Thimphu
(B, L&D)

Day 2

Thimphu sightseeing
Spend the day exploring Thimphu; At the weekend you can visit the market
as well as places of interest such as The National Memorial Chorten, Trashi
Chhoe Dzong (religious fortress) the National Institute of Traditional
Medicine, the National Textile Museum, the Folk Heritage Museum, the
Paper factory or other workshops. The alternative would be to go for a hike
to Tango and Cheri Monastery at the head of the valley or just to relax and
explore the shops and cafes by yourself.

Druk Hotel,
Thimphu
(B, L & D)

Day 3

Thimphu to Punakha
After breakfast head to Punakha across Dochula pass (3,100m). The pass
offers the most spectacular view over the greater eastern Himalayas
including highest peak of Bhutan. En-route make short excursion to the
Temple of Divine Madman, also well known as the Temple of Fertility. It is
fascinating to walk through villages and the rice fields. After lunch visit the
beautiful Punakha Dzong in 1638 and situated at the junction of Pho Chu
(Father) and Mo Chu (Mother) Rivers.

Wandue Eco
Lodge, Punakha
(B, L & D)

Airport
transfer (1
hours)

Day 4

Punakha to Bumthang
Today you will drive via Trongsa and the Pele la Pass (3,300m, 4hrs), the
traditional boundary between East and West Bhutan, to Bumthang. Stop for
picnic lunch at Chendebji Chorten, built in 18th Century by a Lama named
Shida; it is Nepalese in style with eyes painted at four cardinal points. Visit
Trongsa Dzong, largest in Bhutan and built in 1647, which houses the local
administration and the monastic body.

Swiss Guest
Swiss Guest
HouseBumtha
n(B, L & D)

Continue to Bumthang (3hrs) and on the way stop at Chume weaving centre
where they create the typical woollen products of the Bumthang valley.

Day 5

Discover Bumthang
Hike around Bumthang Valley taking in local life, markets and monasteries. A
great way to slow down and meet the wonderful people of Bhutan. Perhaps
you'll come across an archery competition, the Kingdom's national sport.

Swiss Guest
House
(B, L & D)

Day 6

Drive to Tang Valley Ranch
Drive about 1 ½ hrs to Tang Valley, where the ranch is located. You'll be staying
in the local guesthouse near to the ranch. Get to know your horse and take a
familiarisation ride around the local villages, perhaps drop into a local home for
a welcoming cup of tea.

Ugyen Choling
Traditional
Guest House
(B, L & D)

Day 7

Tang Valley – Kunzangrak Ride
Your riding trek begins here. Start riding after breakfast. The ride takes around
5-6hrs, first passing through villages and then through the fields and forests
and lunch will be taken along the way. Camp near the Kunzang dra
village. There is a temple and hermitage on the cliff (Kunzangdra Monastery).

Trekking Camp
(B, L & D)

1.5hrs drive

Day 8

Kunzangdrak to Paselling Monastery Ride
Start your day with some fun exercises in the saddle, good for both you and
your pony to improve your riding balance and confidence. Bring your long
ride (6 hrs) through the forests and hillsides as you make your way towards
the next camping site. Upon reaching the camping site, you will get the
opportunity to explore the Buddhist Monastery of Paselling, the village and
temple atop the mountainside, a great photo spot. We can arrange for you to
stay in the monastery or in your camp.

Trekking Camp or
Monastery stay
(B, L & D)

Day 9

Padselling – Dorjibi – Jakar Ride
Enjoy a relaxing ride through the forests, hillsides and terrain as you make
your way down the hill (4-5hrs). You will be riding mostly on easy village roads
and trails. Advanced riders can trot with the trail leader whereas beginners
can practice their riding exercises. After visiting Dorjibi village, the guest can
stay in the camp or take a short drive to the hotel in Jakar (10
minutes). Explore and visit Jakar’s town and local attractions.

Mountain Lodge
(B, L & D)

Day 10

Day 11

Jakar to Chokhortey Ride
Enjoy the ride while exploring the local villages and meeting the friendly
people. This is the perfect opportunity to feel like you've travelled back
through time as you ride through the farms and unpaved roads. Watch the
farmers ploughing the fields or the women in the potato field hard at work.
Visit the village temple and farmhouses along the way.
Chakhortey – Tang - Jakar Ride
Ride along the mountain trails and cross a 3000m pass as you make your way
back towards the ranch. After returning to the stables, riders will care for
their horse before saying their final goodbyes and drive to Jakar for overnight
stay.

Trekking Camp
(B, L & D)

Mountain Lodge
(B, L & D)

6 hour ride

4 – 5 hour
ride

Day 12

Fly from Bumthang to Paro
After breakfast, drive to the domestic airport and fly to Paro. Take time to
relax or explore Paro Valley, the National Museum of customs arts and crafts
or Rinpung Dzong to listen to the monks chanting.

Uma Paro
(B, L & D)

Day 13

Taktsang Hike
Today hike to Taktsang (Tiger's Nest) Monastery, the hike takes about an hour
uphill till the viewpoint and another hour to the main complex. Initially, Guru
Rinpoche visited and meditated in 8th century at this particular site. The Desi
Tenzin Rabgye later built the temple in the 17th century. If time permits you
can also visit ruined Drukgyel Dzong, the place of historic war between Tibet
and Bhutan in 17th century. Time to complete your diary of this fantastic
Bhutanese saddleback adventure.

Uma Paro
(B, L & D)

Day 14

Depart Paro
Time to take your onward flight as you head back home.

3-4 hrs hike,
elevation
gain 1,000m

Airport
transfer

Accommodation· Meals as per itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner) · Water in vehicles · Activities as per itinerary · English speaking
guide/s · Private surface transportation (vehicle and driver) · Bhutanese visa, permits & government royalties · Park & museum entrance
fees · Airport transfers
Travel Insurance · Passport · Any other visa charges · Vaccination charges · Bar bills · Laundry · Telephone calls & items of a personal nature
· International flights ·

