Discover the unique rocky landscapes of Terelj National Park before flying down to the South Gobi to stay at the award winning Three
Camels Lodge. In central Mongolia, meet camel herders and explore the ancient capital of Kharkhorin before a couple of days of downtime
in your own private Mandala ensuite ger.
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You will be met by your guide and driver at the airport. Head east out of the city towards Terelj
National Park, stopping at a local restaurant for lunch, or we can provide a picnic if you prefer. En
route to your hotel you will see Turtle Rock, and other interesting rock formations. This afternoon,
visit a local family, where you can see how the nomads live in the 21st century. The rest of the
afternoon at leisure to enjoy the hotel, perhaps sit on the veranda overlooking the river, have a swim
in the pool, or go for a short walk in the National Park. Evening at leisure.

King/Twin room, Terelj
Hotel

Airport
transfer
(1.5hrs)

Today, head east out of the city to visit the giant Chinggis Khan Equestrian Monument at Tsonjin
Boldog. At the base of the statue, you can try on traditional Mongolian costumes, tour the numerous
portraits of the Khan lineage and climb to the horse’s head for a panoramic view over the
surrounding landscape towards Chinggis' birth place.
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From the statue, continue on to the 13th Century camp, a living museum set in beautiful countryside.
Learn about the Mongol messengers and how Chinggis Khaan developed the first postal service, visit
the nomadic encampment and see if you can spot the differences between nomadic life in the 13th
Century and today. Visit the Shaman camp to see the various different costumes and Shaman houses.
At the educational camp learn about how Chinggis Khaan tried to educate himself and his generals
and have your name written in traditional Mongolian script and enjoy a 13th Century lunch at the
impressive King's Camp ger, a lifesize replica of the gers used by Chinggis Khaan. Here you can dress
up as a Mongol King or Queen and have your photos taken on the throne. Head back to Terelj Hotel
and evening at leisure

Up very early for your transfer to the airport for the short flight south to Dalanzadgad. Travel across
the desert to your first ger camp. A relaxed day today to allow you the chance to take in your new
surroundings and relax in the eco-lodge ger camp equipped with fantastic facilities. You may opt for a
massage or to sit on the wooden lodge veranda overlooking the vast plains. Watch the documentary
about Roy Chapman Andrews and his expedition to Bayanzag ahead of your visit there this
afternoon. After lunch visit Bayanzag - known as the 'Flaming Cliffs' - for a walk in this stunning
location. This historical site is most famous for the discoveries of dinosaur bones, fossils and eggs.
Fossils are still being discovered in this region, so keep your eyes peeled, especially where any
sandstone has recently fallen away.

King/Twin room, Terelj
Hotel

Three Camels Lodge

Local Drives

1.5hr Flight
1hr Airport
Transfer
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Rise early to drive to Yolyn Am (Lammergeyer's Gorge). Here you will see little pika scampering between
their burrows and you may also see argali sheep and ibex picking their way across sheer cliffs and even a
lammergeyer soaring above looking for carrion. With its high walls, it will feel cooler as you travel deeper
into the canyon and as it narrows, you will see ice that hasn’t melted yet from the winter. This afternoon
drive to an area of petroglyphs at the top of a small hill with panoramic view across the desert where you
will be able to see the small ravines left from the melt water streams that develop in the rains of the
summer. It’s a short scrabbling climb up a slippery scree slope, so if you prefer you can skip this and go to
seek out a desert hermitage, Gandanchoimzadlin Khiid, in Baruun Saikhan mountain. The monastery was
built by a local lama, Buyn, in dedication to his uncle who meditated and chanted in this secret, holy place
during the Communist purges. Alternatively, book in for a massage and relax at the lodge.

An early start to fly back to Ulaanbaatar. It is about 1.5hrs drive to Dalanzadgad airport. Your guide will let
you know what time you need to be ready. On landing back in Ulaanbaatar you will head westwards to the
HS Khaan resort. This quirky Japanese owned resort has luxurious rooms, with super-sized bathtubs
looking out over the Naadam race course (it is the perfect place to stay over Naadam). Rest of day to relax
after your early start and enjoy facilities at HS Khaan resort, you might like to try riding a Mongolian horse
or visiting one of the local families.

Rise early to drive further west to Khustai Nuruu National Park, home to the legendary Przewalski's Horse,
the world's most primitive, reintroduced to the wild in the 1990s. The park is located around 100km west
of Ulaanbaatar in a region of open steppe. Your guide will discuss with you the best timings and arrange
your visit around this. The horses are easiest to find early in the morning or in the evening when they
come to the river to drink, but you will need binoculars to see them in detail. You'll take a drive into the
heart of the Khustai Nuruu National Park and as well as the horses and numerous bird species, you may
also spot deer, ibex, marmots and, if you're lucky, a wolf. The visitor centre at the National Park has
informative (if slightly dated) videos about the reintroduction of the horses.
From Khustai, continue westwards to your private camp at Mandala Nomadic – Bayangobi. Your camp is
made up of an ensuite ger and a ‘magic ger’ which transforms from dining space, to games room, to
cinema ger. Your Mandala team will introduce you to the facilities and your local family hosts. Time to
relax at your or spend time getting to know your hosts. You might like to learn how to milk the cattle or
help with the fuel collection. Some point this afternoon / evening head out to meet camel herders and
ride Bactrian camels on the dunes of Elsen Tasarkhai.

Three Camels Lodge

HS Khaan Resort

Mandala Nomadic Bayangobi

4 hrs
Bayangobi –
Kharkhorin –
Tsetserleg

1.5hr Flight
to UB
1hr airport
transfer

Drive to
Khustai
Nuruu 1.5hrs
Khustai to
Bayangobi
3hrs
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Discuss with your Mandala team whether you would like breakfast brought to your room, or taken in
your dining ger. After breakfast, drive to the old Mongolian capital city of Kharkhorin. Arrive at Erdene
Zuu Monastery mid-morning to hear the monks chanting in the beautifully decorated Tibetan-style
temple. Visit the informative local museum and stop for a coffee in the café.
Visit the quirky and aptly named, ‘Fertility Stone’ and the Monument of the Three Empires, which looks
out over the stunning Orkhon Valley and is a sacred high point where the skulls of beloved stallions are
respectfully placed to be nearer Tengri - the sky god. Head back to your Mandala gers, where your
Mandala team can give you a lesson in how to make traditional Mongolian dumplings.

Say goodbye to your hosts and head northeastwards to Khogno Khaan mountain to visit the small
restored monastery complex of Uvgun Khiid. Enjoy a walk around the monastery, perhaps accompanied
by the remarkable woman who runs the temple and whose grandmother began the its rebuilding. The
original temple was destroyed during the Stalinist purges of the 1930s. There is the option of taking an
hour's hike and scramble into the mountains to explore the ruins of the first Uvgun Monastery. The view
from the top of the mountain across the plains is spectacular.
After a picnic lunch continue your journey to the valleys of Bayantsogts, where you will find your next
Mandala Nomadic camp set in a landscape of rolling steppe, dotted with larch and pine forests. Your
host family here are horse trainers and can take you on some fantastic rides or hikes.

Today, you can explore the surrounding larch-covered forests and hillsides on horseback or
foot. Options are varied and you may trek or ride anywhere from one to four hours depending on your
abilities and interests. Ride or hike up and around the rocks to a large Ovoo and circle it three times, in
the Mongolian traditional way. Ride across the steppe, passing rock outcroppings, and discover a
beautiful lake built to provide Bayantsogt, the local town, with a water source. Abundant water birds are
found here, as well as nomadic families who live along the side valleys, and the area provides a view of
the mountains.
Alternatively, you may like to ride up the ridge to the east, stopping at a lone tree amongst the rocks.
Here you may dismount and climb up the rocks for a view of the valley and photo opportunity. Continue
past a petroglyph-covered rock, nearby to where local researchers uncovered arrowheads and
weapons.
You will take a picnic lunch with you, stopping to eat and enjoy the extraordinary tranquility and
stunning views. At the end of the day, head back to your ger encampment with the opportunity to relax
and enjoy a sundowner as the sun sets against the verdant landscape.

Mandala Nomadic –
Bayangobi

Mandala Nomadic Bayansogts

Mandala Nomadic Bayansogts

2hrs drive

3.5-4hrs total
drive.

No driving this
day

Today head back to Ulaanbaatar at your own pace. There are two different routes back to the city. The
first is the north road, through beautiful mountain scenery, passing Aglag buteel monastery, the home
of Purevbat Lama, one of the most influential figures in modern Mongolian Buddhism. Set up on a hill,
you can hike up to the temple and then follow the path though the forests which takes you past
sculptures and sacred places including caves that you can pass through, symbolising cleansing of sins
and rebirth. The sculpture park winds up through the forest to where there are far reaching views over
the pine and larch forests.
Shangri-La Hotel
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The alternative route back is more direct and quicker, but less scenic. Back in Ulaanbaatar take a stroll
up to Zaisan memorial, which offers a spectacular panoramic view of the Mongolian capital to get your
bearings. Discuss with your guide what you would like to do for the rest of the day. For shoppers, there
are great fair-trade handicraft and souvenir shops as well as world class cashmere outlets. For history
and art buffs, there are some informative and quirky museums; Zanabazar Fine Arts Museum, the
Museum of Political Persecution, Intellectual Museum, Chojiin Lam museum or the Bogd Khaan Winter
Palace. This evening, dine in one of our favourite international restaurants – the broad choice of cuisine
may surprise you.

2.5hrs or
1.5hrs

A day to visit Ulaanbaatar’s museums, monasteries and markets. Gandantegchinlen Khiid (Gandan for
short) is the largest and most important working monastery in Mongolia. The main attraction is the
magnificent Migjid Janraisig Temple which houses a 25m high, 20 ton guilded statue. There are
ceremonies every morning and 150 monks in residence. Visit in time to hear the monks chanting.
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Shangri-La Hotel
From Gandan visit Naraan Tuul, the Central Market, or Black Market, 4km from the centre of town. It's a
great place to enjoy the hustle and bustle of Mongolian traders, pick up some riding boots and find
almost everything you might need for life on the steppe, from gers to items used by shamans to meat
and even pets.
At 5pm head to a concert of traditional music and dance followed by a farewell dinner. Evening at
leisure.

Your guide will confirm your transfer time to the airport. It will be approximately 3.5hrs before your
flight departure time.

None

No long drives.

30-50mins
Airport
Transfer

Accommodation (based on double occupancy)· Domestic flights (as specified) · Meals as per itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner) ·
Water in vehicles · Activities as per itinerary · English speaking guide/s · Surface transportation (vehicle and driver) · Park & museum
entrance fees · Festival fees · Airport transfers
Travel Insurance · Passport · Visas & vaccination charges · Private excursions · Bar bills · Laundry · Telephone calls & items of a personal
nature · International flights or trains
*Prices in GBP are subject to change, and will depend on the USD/GBP exchange rate at the time of payment.

Contact us to check availability and hold your spot. We can hold you a provisional place for seven days.

Complete our online booking form (a word version is also available) and send us your deposit payment, plus any applicable flight or
additional costs. We accept bank transfers, Visa, Mastercard or American Express, and UK cheques. Full payment methods are detailed in
our booking conditions. We shall then send you a booking confirmation together with an invoice for the full payment of your holiday which
is due 90 days before your departure date.

Call one of our experts on +44 (0)1608 676821 or email us at info@panoramicjourneys.com.

